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commander said: " I shall have to return very
soon, if possible within the next five days." " As
you command/' said Girijavve. She then returned
to the palace, and made it known that she would
become the commander's wife the third day after
the close of Ram^'rasa's obsequies, that it was her
desire that her brother Kasturi should become
chieftain for the present, and that his ascent to
the gadi should take place on the day of her
marriage with the commander.

Word of this was sent to the elder queen.
Lakumavve could not make out what had
happened. She came to Girijavve's apartments
to talk to her. Girijavve refused to see the elder
queen. News of this went about the town and
created a great furore. But what could any one
do ? No one could deny the will of the comman-
der. The fifteenth day after the death of the
chieftain was therefore fixed as the day for the
marriage. The previous day Girijavve made it
known that she and her brother would walk in
procession over the fort-wall, and that after this
she would marry again and her brother would
ascend the gadi. For all her apparent meek-
ness Girijavve was a person who always had her
own way. All arrangements, therefore, were made
accordingly.